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NEW TO THE GAME

TREA ALLEN'S FIRST SNAFFLE BIT
WAS A MAJOR SUCCESS

BY AMY OLSON
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TREA ALLEN

8 Allen thought she had showesd
up to the MRCHA Snaifle Hit Fum-
rity with a tradler of misfits, bat her
horses both pulled cheoks befors
thee firet wealk was through

The Snafle BA Futurity Is an NRCHA
promiore avent, and haos been historically
renowned na one of the toughest perfor-
mance harmo ovents 1o compete i The
ovaral] payout this yenr s in exoos of 8]
milllion and the best hories and trainers
coma to ride for [us o pleoo of that

Allen's horae Cus anegged her 81,276 and
third in the Limitad Opsen Bridle class with
n goore af 288 5, Cus 1s 8 grade horse, his
parentags 8 unkmown or unreglatered,
meaning he (s quiis the standoul amongst
the MREHA open riders. The announcer
tende &0 |ole abaout Gus' heritage and com-
monly announoes him as “out of Ohils-
homa by Bloomer Trallers™

The ongoing joke lor Trer's 1wo Years as
an open rder has bean Cus tho grado
oy, but now i might be “Tog", the Shet:
lmmd penaryy.

Pale of Magaress, “Teq " is Allen's futurity
horse, and although he (sn't setually &
Shetland pomy, he is under 14 hands Tha
little flaoen maned sorrel 15 out of Magar-
itn and by Pule Face Dunnit. Allen bought
him as= a yearling afier another prospect
sustained a career-ending mjury.

"He wai kind of & peewes, sorrol gelding
ol in the pasture with wiiches' bralds in
his mane” Allen sakd. “He was wilder than
heck So | rolled up i my rusty traller and
derddad that | was going b mks & chanoce
an him*

Little did she know, Allen was shoud o
gigp ol of the Mon-Fro classes and inin
the world of Open riders.

Trea Allen with Pale of
Magaritas and Gus af the
Colorado Siale Fair.

Bedore Bnlahing Laramie County Com-
munity College's agrioulture programs,
studenis are sant on niernahips o work
in their prospective job field. Trea wanted
1o be o horse rainer and inernesd Kylo
Trahem As the internship urned into &
job, Alken was presanted with the oppor-
Tunity o ahoe o the Level 1 snd Limited
(pen

She ook the chanee and rods her brdle
horse Gus inén the open pan slong with s
horse irom Trahern's training program.

After about m year with Trahern, Allen
was resdy lor change and headed back 1o
help her follie on tekr hay farming opera-
ton rear Hiows, Colorado

She pontinued 1o ride bal wasn't putting
in tha tme thai most fumorny horses get

| spant & ot of time this semmer in the
mcuntalng and tarming st doing stuff
that wasn't horss relsied so | didn® think
Iwould have one tradned ™ Allen sald.

Tedq's firat NRCHA snnctonssd curting wis
o the Coloredo State Fair There he won
the Leveal 1 Open Futurity. Trea still had
no indenthiona of coming to Fort Worth in
Otk

"1 didn't think | had the [unds or the horse-
power and frankdy [ didn't wam o show
up on one that would lools e ® Allen
smid

She atiended the Colorado Reined Cow
Horse Asscristion's Mid-Americs show in
Douglas, Wyoming thinking it would be
Teqg's last futurity. He not only improved
hin secre in the reining but took seoond
aul of 18 horess in the Level 1 Futurlty with
o companile o 418,

“Aler that | had o kot of peopls tell me |
ahould ahow him in the Level | 8o | jus
aant it" Tres snsd.
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“Teq" and Trea Allen reining at
the CRCA Mid-America Show.

She arrived in Fort Warth with zero ex-
pectations snd st hoped {or her geldings
o hive & pood show.

Teq showed the world whst he was mados
of in the Leval 1 Open Rem Work pulling
second with a soore of 24

Tve never nsked hm o run that (ast oF
atop that hard. i was & big pattern so he
wina really out of gears and | whes askong
for everything he had,” Trea said

Teq gave her just that, and without &ven
considering the cow or herd worll he
made Trea's first Snalffle B more than a
SLOOPES.

10 | MOVEMBER 2012

“Teq” gives his all during the -.'arqe fast circles of a
reining pafttern.

Trea Allen and “Teq"” take a cow down the fence in Dougas, Wy.
The Mid-America was “Teg's" second big show during his
futurity season.
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