A TOP TEN VEST MEANS
THE WORLD TO

SHTX

COLLEGIATE
RIDER
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ryson Bassinger sel his goal o win
a Stock Horse of Texas lop l=n vest
al the World show in 2022 and did
just thal. It was less than an easy
road [or the Texas cowbaoy though,
and many wouldn't have made the sacri-
Hows that he did,

Bassingor Is a student at West Texas
AdM Unbvorsity, whoare he studies andmil
scionco as woll i tnking range and ranch
managemdant coursod when he can Bry-

son orkginally bogan atftending college on
& Irnck and Hold scholarship, He ired out

lor the mnch horse loam ln 2008, and was
(i T

"1 grew up in Bolivar, Texas where my

mily ran red angus palrs, [ knew how o
st on & horse nnd nod nll ofl, and | could

read & oow ooy, But [ never did much
showing ™ Bascinger sald

In SHTX amd other associations That host
ranch horse versatility, competiiors have
0 do anch reining, cow work, ranch trail
and ranch plessure (o receive all-around
honors. Levels are dependant on the rider
and horse. and they'ra dlvided by the
oow work. Novice riders will bax the cow,
limited ridors will box and drive thelr cow

and Mon Pro riders must take their oow

down the fence similar o the reined cow
horse. Ons major difference in the Rancih
Horse Versatility is thal nders can circle
thelr cow or rope iL

Bryson already knew how o rope but
hils harse DMR Manzanita Who, AKA 11,
wasn'l very experienced in the show pen,
80 he started off a5 a novice. WTAMLU is
Tueky 1o have a local supporer that lets
the ranch hotse eam work his catile lor
practics, most days, Bassinger could be
found trving 1o improve his boxing skills.
As the two grow, Bryson leveled up into
the lmitod clussss, o cear stop towards
going down the lence

“I was 5o dang ready o go down the
fence.” BassIngor said. ° trested every box
drive like it wos s fence run”

Bryson's hard work was paying off in the
ayes of his copoh Dr. Lance Baker. Baker
chose Bryson as the representative in tha
limited olays 1o aitend the NRCHA Cale-
bration of Champions in Februnry 2022
where he tHed for 2nd place in the cow
work The leam ook 3rd overall
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“He's going 1o graduste this Decombar,
w0 he nslisd me st the beglnning of the
samestar i e could go down the lonees”
Dr. Baker said

As with amy good coach, Dr. Baker tries
1 place his Fders in the cless where
they will be the most suooessful, 5o he
told Bry=on o mprove his pleasure and
trall scores belore tnkdng the leap nio the

Hon-pea,
Omoce ) pnd Bryson were pulllng high
anough scones in every class, Baber al-
lowed them io eved up

LTHIN SEFEE AF TERRED

The wam practices multiple deys & wesk,
tadt v ot hunded like oiher university
sports teama, and tho sume can be seid
lor collegiate ranch horse teams soros
the nation. Studanis are often Eked o
turdiraise (o pay lor travel and eniry fees.

“Everyvone knows the struggle of & broke
college kid, and it's even worse when
you're sddicted o horees,” Bryson said

‘While atterncding shows [n an atempx o
sommon his horse, Bamilnger packod &
beciroll and would aleap in the gooseneck
o his rrabler ar the taam's tack siall By
snving on & hotel room, Bryson ssid be
could ahays malke sure his horse ued
pleniy af shavings and great feed

All the time and comfort Bryson sscrificed
paid off at the SHTX World Shiow

In the firet go, 1 and Brysan won irmdl,
however the pale didn't plece highss than
siwth i their other olasses. The seeond
rouned was even toughsr, end Hescing-

&r was very concerned he hadnt dons
enough to mest his goal
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When all was sald and done, Bryson
Basingor nnd MR Manzandin Who ool
10th cverall and took home one of the
ooveled vesl

Dr. Baker said he wes not awares if Brysan
had BlEn the vest of & month after he'd

won it

FPhotor Courtesy of Bryson Bozsinger
Bryson Boasstnger and L af a RHAA
ahvodn el sLrer,

WTAML Ranch Horse tearm of the SHTX
Warild Shouwr and Deriw

Brysorn amnd [F also compeded of o SRCHA
sho fast fanuary.=
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